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I returned home from the annual conference of the New York State
Council for the Social Studies in March — where I did a presentation

to the teachers on “When Israel and the Arabs Were Allies” using
archaeological and biblical materials — to see by coincidence (or prov-
identially?) “Why We Should Teach the Bible in Public School” on the
cover of Time Magazine. While I strongly support the inclusion of the
Bible in the public schools, the subtitle, “But very, very, carefully,” is
exactly right. Inadvertently, the very article which raises the issues
demonstrates the challenge in doing so responsibly.
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Consider the example given in the
article of “an eye for an eye, tooth for
a tooth.” This phrase from the Book of
Exodus is cited along with comment
that in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus
rejects that wording in favor of “turn-
ing the other cheek,” another biblical
phrase that has crossed into the public
arena. What is the problem here?
There are several. There are 613 com-
mandments in the Old Testament and
the phrase an eye for an eye appears in
2: one when two men are fighting and
a pregnant woman is hurt (Ex.21: 21-
25) and once regarding false testimo-
ny in a court case (Deut.19:15-21. If a
man commits adultery with the wife
of a neighbor, that neighbor doesn’t
get to have sex with the adulterer’s
wife. Did Matthew’s Jesus think the
phrase applied to all Old Testament
laws? How does it apply to rape, geno-
cide, Enron? Should the phrase be put
in context? 

Consider the example cited in the arti-
cle of Lincoln’s comment that we
“read the same Bible.” While the idea
may be laudable, the statement was
wrong. Lincoln was referring to
American Protestants in the North and
South both reading the King James
Version (KJV) of the Bible. Lincoln
was wrong because:

1. Catholics read from a different

Bible and had protested beginning
in the 1840s in Philadelphia and
New York being forced to read the
KJV. 

2. Mormons had additional canon-
ized material, as will be an election
issue in the upcoming campaign. 

3. Jews and Eastern Orthodox also
had and have different Bibles.

Even when the different religions
share the same books of the Bible they
do no necessarily share the same
sequence. 

The article also comments on the
literary language of the Bible and
compares it to Shakespeare, who
frequently alluded to the Bible. The
Bible Shakespeare alluded to was
the Geneva Bible and not the King
James Version. One of the differ-
ences between the two had to with
translating a word as “congregation”
or “church”; the Puritans or
Congregationalists who sailed on the
Mayflower preferred the former,
while the crown preferred the latter.
The translation of “young woman”
versus “virgin” continues to be con-
tentious today. When the Revised
Standard Version was published dur-
ing the McCarthy era, it was attacked
as Communist for its use of “young
woman”. 

Upcoming Events
JUNE 26-JUNE 30, WEST POINT
American Revolution in the Hudson Valley 

JULY 9-JULY 12,YONKERS TO SLEEPY
HOLLOW, NEW YORK
The Hudson River: The Rivertowns
Experience 

JULY 16-JULY 19, ULSTER AND
GREENE COUNTIES, NEW YORK
The Hudson River: The Left Bank
Experience 

JULY 30-AUGUST 2, BEDFORD,
KATONAH, RYE, NEW YORK
The Jays and the African American
Experience: Revolution to Underground
Railroad 

Teaching the Bible in Public Schools

of books about women who disguised themselves as men, I
have not found much specific information about women’s war
efforts in New York. Another related topic would be a
comparison of the experiences of New York soldiers from
the Revolutionary period to the current war in Iraq. Suggestions
for future topics include the Erie Canal, the Underground
Railroad and abolition, or Women in New York (Seneca Falls)

Again, I appreciate all your efforts to create informative and
valuable workshops. I am looking forward to next year’s
program! Thank you.

— Elizabeth Nevin-Brown
Oakfield-Alabama Central Schools
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An issue the article doesn’t address,
but which is an outgrowth of the
previous one, is the basis of the English
translation of the Bible. Despite
Texas Governor Ma Ferguson’s protesta-
tion around the time of the Scopes
trial, “If English was good enough for
Jesus Christ, it’s good enough for us,”
contrary to popular opinion and as
Mel Gibson reminded us, blond-hair
blue-eyed Jesus did not speak English.
The following exchange of letters from
the now defunct Bible Review high-
lights the issue: 

“Anyone with an eighth grade educa-
tion, and for sure a college education,
can simply weigh the evidence and
see for themselves that the King
James Version is the only accurate
Bible” (Weage). 

“Several interesting conclusions
follow from that assertion. If the KJV,
a 17th century English translation is
the only accurate Bible, then 

1. Bibles in any other language are
not accurate, a notion French,
German, Italian, Spanish, etc., speak-
ing Christians would find very odd; 

2. Bibles published before 1600
[1611] are not accurate, a notion St.
Jerome and other Church fathers
would find very odd; 

3. The original Hebrew and Greek
texts of the Bible are not accurate, a
notion God himself would probably
find odd“ (Werner).

The matter is complicated by the fact
that manuscripts in multiple languages,
primarily Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, are
used in translations; that they do not
agree with other; and that entire verses
and passages that people think are in the
Bible apparently were not always in the
Bible. Normally the editor or editorial
committee explains all these considera-
tions and decisions in the Introduction
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T eachers, a lifelong learner,
and a family celebrating a
birthday coming from Fredonia

to Woodstock, NY participated in the
Hudson River Art Teacherhostel™ on
May 19-20 in Hudson and Catskill. New
York. Bob Guildersleeve of the Mountain
Top Historical Society aided by Bob
Titus, professor of geology at Hartwick
College led a bus tour in inclement
weather to the sites where the Hudson
River painters painted including the
Catskill Mountain House. Participants
also attended a symposium on “Asher B.
Durand: Why Now?” sponsored by the
Thomas Cole National Historic House,
the Olana State Historic Site, and the
Olana Partnership. Unfortunately due
to the weather a talk by Harvey Flad,
Vassar College scheduled to be at
Olana on his involvement in the lawsuit
to protect the scenic view from Olana
had to be cancelled.

Hudson River Artto the Bible translation. Would a
class on the Bible include the fact
that there is no such thing as
THE Bible except in the mind of
an individual? 

Certainly there is a need for the
teaching of the Bible in American
history even separate from a class
in religion, literature, theology,
or the ancient Near East. When
Americans referred to their country
as “God’s New Israel,” it is impos-
sible to understand what was meant
without turning to the Bible. But
even here there are pitfalls to over-
come. Yes, John Winthrop used
the phrase “City on a Hill” as the
article mentions. However, the city
he was referring to was Boston, the
destination of the Puritans sailing
to America at a time when there
weren’t even 13 colonies let alone
a United States of America.
Winthrop was not even the first
Englishman to use the phrase in a
political context, but the English
used the phrase to apply to England,
not New England. There is a story
to be told about how that phrase
eventually encompassed a country
and Boston preferred to be known
as the Athens of America.
Furthermore, Winthrop did not
conclude his lay sermon with that
phrase; instead he turned to another
sermon on the mount, that of
Moses preparing to die who called
upon the people to “choose life,
that you and your descendants
may live” (Deut 30:19), the very
American value that Osama bin
Laden cites as proof that he will
prevail in the war with America
since his side chooses martyrdom. 

Once upon a time, Americans knew
their Bible. When H. Dean in Iowa
opposed the war in a presidential
election he said: 

For over three years Lincoln has

been calling for men, and they have
been given. But with all the vast
armies places at his command he
has failed. Such a failure had never
been known before. Such devasta-
tion of human life had never been
seen since the destruction of
Sennacherib by the breath of the
Almighty. And still the monster
usurper wants more men for his
slaughter pens. Ever since the
usurper, traitor and tyrant has
occupied the presidential chair, the
Republican party has shouted, “War
to the knife, and the knife to the
hilt.” Blood has flowed in torrents;
and yet the thirst of the old monster
is not quenched. His cry is more
blood (Henry Clay Dean quoted in
History of Iowa, Benjamin Gue,
New York: The Century History
Company, 1903, Vol. II: 119).

That Dean could take for granted
that his audience would understand
the reference to Sennacherib. By
contrast the modern H. Dean
thought the Book of Job was in the
New Testament. The irony is that
since the speech by the 19th century
Dean, archaeology has made
Assyrian Sennacherib’s invasion of
Judah and siege of Jerusalem the
best documented military campaign
in the history of the ancient Near
East. It was a time when all the
world as they knew it from Elam to
Nubia, our Iran to Sudan, was
involved in a single conflict long
before the term “globalization” had
been invented. But that is no more
taught in our public schools than
when Israel and the Arabs were
allies. To forget the past is to misun-
derstand the present and fail the
future. The Bible belongs in our
schools and in professional devel-
opment programs for teachers. 

by Dr. Peter Feinman

(posted on the website of the Society of Biblical Literature
at http://www.sbl-site.org/Article.aspx?ArticleId=667)

The following was received from a teacher who has participated
in three IHARE programs at Fort Edward, Fort Ticonderoga 
and at the New York History Association at Cooperstown covering
the Iroquois and the Seneca, the French and Indian War, the
American Revolution, and the Civil War in New York:

Thank you for organizing another outstanding Teacherhostel. I
learned so many things from each of the speakers and the reenactor
that I hadn’t known before. I will incorporate some of the documents
and information in my Civil War lessons during the next school year.

You spoke of your concern about integration of workshop data with
our classroom content. My own experiences with the Teacherhostel
program have proven invaluable. I have a deeper understanding of
the process of archaeological research, and have shared images
of artifacts and created archaeology lessons based on my experi-
ences at Fort Edward. Additionally, I share my pictures of Fort
Ticonderoga, including building facines, and the roles of camp
followers with my students. This enriches our conversations about
the lives of soldiers and women during wartime. Finally, I was able
to expand on my Iroquois lessons because of the information
I learned last year. I am excited to include Civil War soldiers’ letters
and Borckhoff’s watercolors as primary source materials for my
students to analyze next year. The stories shared by the reenactor
will be shared again with my classes — that is what makes it real
to them (and is the reason I love history!!!).

An additional topic that I would like to learn more about is women
on the homefront during the Civil War. While I have read a number
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