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THE RIDE OF SYBIL LUDINGTON:
A Student Perspective
By Catherine Davie
IHARE was pleased once again to
participate in the New York State
Ramble, a September weekend program
involving historical, ecological, and art
organizations along the Hudson River
from New York to Albany. A high school
student provided the following report.
verybody knows the story of
Paul Revere. Almost every
child knows the rhyme of the 40
year old man who rode 16 miles to
alert the Americans that the British
were coming. But few people know of
another American hero who was much
more daring in her ride than Paul
Revere. Sybil Ludington was a 16 year
old girl when she rode over forty miles
on a late April night to alert her father’s
militia that the British were attacking
Danbury. I was fortunate enough to
attend an event led by Vince Dacquino
(part of The Hudson
River Ramble) that
covered not only the
events that took place
April 26, 1777, but
also the rest of Sybil’s
life and the great deal
of research that went
in to her story.
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It’s hard to believe,
but just a few years
ago almost nothing
was known about
Sybil. All that was
known was that she
was a 16 year old girl
who rounded up her father’s men in the
middle of the night on April 26, 1777.
The rest of her life was largely
unknown, or the information was inaccurate. Vince Dacquino thought that
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Author Vin Dacquino, kneeling,
led a tour of the Putnam County Sites
of Sybil Luddington

